The Mug Holder Shelf and Baseball
Equipment Holder
Two great quick and easy-to-make items for craft fairs and flea markets
THE MUG HOLDER SHELF
Looking for a fast-selling item that’s quick and easy to make? You just found it ! Here’s an elegant
and practical item that looks great in any kitchen, whether its décor is Early American or more traditional. For a more contemporary look, replace the arched top with a straight one and the shaker style
pegs with straight, 1/2" diameter dowel rods glued into position at a slight angle.
For our example, we used red oak with oak shaker pegs…but you could just as easily make
the Holder from a light-colored wood such as maple, birch or pine with birch shaker pegs…or, for a
higher priced model, choose cherry or walnut with matching pegs you turn yourself on a lathe.
To build the project, you’ll need a table saw with dado attachment (555152), a disc sander and
a drill press. As an option, a shaper or router set-up could be used to shape the edges of the project
for added value.
If you’re making our arch-topped model shown here, you’ll also need a bandsaw or scroll saw.
To save time when cutting the tops on the curved versions, you can stack four or five blanks together
with double-sided tape and “pad saw” them all at once using your bandsaw.
1.

Cut the backs (A) and shelves (B) to length using the table saw.

2.
Change to a dado set-up and cut the 3/4" wide by 3/8” deep groove that holds the shelf.
(NOTE: The width of this groove could change slightly, depending on the actual thickness of your
wood)
3.
Make a template for the back profile by transferring the (1” grid) pattern shown below to a
piece of cardboard or hardboard (Masonite)…then flipping the pattern over to form the other half.
Use this template to trace the profile onto your backs (A). Use a shop-made 2” radius circle template
or compass to mark the lower corners of the back, and a similar 1/2" template for the front corners of
the shelf (B). Cut out the back profile using your bandsaw or scroll saw. Be sure to feed your stock
slowly through the cut to maintain accuracy.
4.
Use a drum sander (555171) to smooth the curved top of the back…and a disc sander to
smooth the two bottom radii and the two front corners of the shelf (B).
5.
OPTIONAL: To increase the value of these shelves, you might consider shaping the edges of
the back and shelf, using the Shopsmith Shaping Package (555141) or Pro Fence System Router
Table (521962). We suggest that you use a 3/16” cove and bead cutter (555009) with the Shaping
Package or a 5/32” Roman Ogee bit (555231) if you’re using the Router Table.
6.
Lay out and use your drill press to bore the 1/2" dia. holes in the back for the pegs. Test fit
one of the pegs to check for the proper hole depth.

7.

Finish sand the shelf and back with 100-grit sandpaper.

8.

Glue and clamp the shelf to the back. Glue the pegs into their holes.

9.
For wall mounting, attach screw eyes and a picture hanging wire…sawtooth hangers or
picture hanging tabs to the back. As an option, you could use a router with a T-Slot Bit (555406) to
create hanging slots in the back side.
10.

Apply the stain and cover coat of your choice.

Suggested retail price: $25 to $30
Bill of Materials
(dimensions in inches)
A:
Back (1)
B:
Shelf (1)
C:
Shaker pegs or 1/2" dowels (5)

3/4 x 8-1/2 x 26
3/4 x 3-1/2 x 26

THE BASEBALL EQUIPMENT HOLDER
Here’s a clever little item that’s perfect for holding any child’s or adult’s baseball, bat and glove. We
talked to one flea market vendor who told us he sells these as fast as he can make them at around $20
apiece.
We built ours from pine with birch shaker pegs, but you could also make hem from oak,
cherry or other, “higher-class” woods and sell them for even more money.
To make these, you’ll need a scroll saw or bandsaw, a drill press (with 1/8” and 1/2" diameter
bits), a pad sander and a drum sander.
1.
Transfer the pattern below to a piece of cardboard using a 1/2" grid pattern. Cut out your
template.
2.
Trace your template onto a piece of 1/8” or 1/4" hardboard (Masonite) and mark the locations
of the (5) peg holes and (20) rawhide lace holes.
3.
Cut out your pattern using a scroll saw or bandsaw and a thin blade. TAKE YOUR TIME
when cutting out your pattern to be sure it’s just right and you don’t bind the blade. Remember, the
holders you make to sell will only be as well-done as the pattern you use to draw them out.
4.

Drill 1/2" deep stopped holes at all marked peg and lace locations using a 1/8” bit.

5.
Trace your pattern onto a 3/4" thick piece of stock. Use a nail or 1/8” bit in a portable drill to
transfer all hole locations to your workpiece. NOTE: To save time when cutting, you can stack four
or five blanks together with double-sided tape and “pad saw” them all at once using your bandsaw
and a 1/16” blade (555513). Or, if you prefer, you could pad saw up to two holders at once using
your scroll saw.

6.
per.

Use a hand-held pad sander to smooth the surfaces of the glove, using 150 to 220-grit sandpa-

7.

Use your drill press and a drum sander ( 750148) to smooth the outer edges of the holder.

8.
For wall mounting, attach screw eyes and a picture hanging wire…sawtooth hangers or
picture hanging tabs to the back. As an option, you could use a router with a T-Slot Bit ( 555406) to
create hanging slots in the back side.
9.

Glue the pegs into place by applying glue sparingly to the holes and not the pegs.

10.
Stain as desired and apply two coats of the finish of your choice, sanding lightly between
coats.
11.
Cut a rawhide shoe string to the appropriate lengths to criss-cross the fingers. Apply glue into
the lace holes with a toothpick and insert the rawhide

Suggested retail price: $20 to $25, depending on wood used
Bill of Materials
(dimensions in inches)
Glove (1)
3/4 x 9-1/2 x 12
Shaker pegs (5)
36” of rawhide shoestring

